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PUBLICATIONS
The deadline for the March/April/May 2023 newsletter is 
12:00 noon on Wednesday, February 15th.  We would love to 
hear your story!

Please send your information via email to Joanna Hamilton 
at joannah@aikenpresbyterian.org or leave it in the 
“Newsletter” box in the office hallway. 

Watch for Weekly Updates in your email!

Please follow the church: 
Facebook - facebook.com/aikenpres
Instagram - @aikenpres

Sign up for our church app! Download "My Church by 
Pushpay" from your phone or tablet's app store and enter this 
keyword: FPCAIKEN APP.

If you no longer wish to receive a hard copy of the newsletter 
because you read it online, please let the church office know.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Head of Staff Rev. Andy Casto-Waters
Director of Music Daniel Hamilton
Director of Operations Chris Jolicoeur-Smith
Media Specialist Joanna Hamilton
Organist/Accompanist Kathy Clark
Preschool Director Mary Maddrey
Financial Secretary Debby Dugan
Administrative Assistant Sharon Stone
Youth  Coordinator Mary Fran Crook
Kitchen Coordinator (volunteer) Sandy Evans

 224 Barnwell Avenue NW, Aiken, SC 29801-3904
(803) 648-2662

e-mail:  aikenpresbyterian@aikenpresbyterian.org
Website:  www.aikenpresbyterian.org



A Service of 
Comfort and Hope

December 4, 2022
5:00 PM

This time of the year can be 
painful.  Observing Advent and 
Christmas during this time may 
be difficult.  Society imposes 
an expectation of laughter and 
joy-filled family gatherings.  
For some, the season comes 
with sadness, hurt, grief, and 
darkness.

Please join us for a quiet 
meditative service of readings, 
soft music, and communion – 
designed to hold a space and a 
place for those who are hurting.  
The service will conclude 
with candle lighting as you 
are invited to light candles in 
memory of someone and/or as a 

prayer for oneself, for someone 
else, for the world.

The Service of Comfort, 
provided by your Stephen 
Ministers, allows us to sense a 
connection to the world Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus into, 
and why Jesus was needed then 
and now.  Hope.  He was the 
light that broke through the 
darkness, and that light is still 
with us.  Whatever trials we 
face, nothing can separate us 
from his love.  

Stephen Ministers hope you will 
join us on Sunday December 
4, 2022, at 5:00pm in the 
sanctuary for this special time 
together.  

A light supper will be provided 
in the fellowship hall following 
the service.

December 11, 2022, 11:00 AM
The First Presbyterian Choir, along 

with younger members of the 
church, will be presenting a Service 
of Lessons and Carols this Advent 
season. Featuring a versatile and 
unique offering for the holidays, 

this one-of-a-kind carol compilation 
is designed to inspire listeners 

to reflect on refreshing new 
arrangements during this special 

season.

Carols
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Hope

Love

Joy

Peace

The first candle is called the hope candle. It 
reminds us that the hope we have today exists 
because God came to us in human form 2,000 
years ago. That God-in-human-form died on 
a cross to cleanse our sins and restore us to a 

righteous relationship.

The second candle of Advent is the peace candle. 
It reminds us of the peace we can have when we 

live a Christ-centered life. Certainly, learning 
that your fiancée is with child is not a peace-

generating bit of news. Being an honorable man, 
Joseph decided to end their engagement, but to 
do so peacefully for Mary’s sake. Then the angel 
told Joseph to stay true to Mary and go through 

with the marriage.

The fourth candle of Advent is called the 
joy candle. Joy can be defined as a feeling of 

great pleasure and happiness. There are other 
synonyms for joy, such as bliss, ecstasy, euphoria, 
and exuberance. Galatians tells us that joy is one 
of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. And Proverbs tells 

us that a joyful heart is good medicine.

The third candle of Advent is the love candle. We 
light the candle of love to remind us that hope, 
peace, and joy are the precursors to loving, and 
that love originates with God and then infuses 
our individual lives. This, in turn, gives us the 
desire to share love with God’s world, God’s 

people, and ultimately give love back to God.
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What is Advent?

Christmas Eve Services 
4:00 PM  Family Candle Light Service

7:00 PM Traditional Candle Light Service
Both services will be partaking in communion.

December ushers in the season of 
Advent.  When I was a child, my mother 
had a long red stocking that she hung in 
in the kitchen.  This stocking had white 
string, each numbered 1 through 25.  
We would buy little candy canes and tie 
them to the stocking, and then take turns 
untying the candy cane as a way to count 
down to Christmas Day.  It was a way for 
us to get ready for Christmas, to prepare 
for the season.

Advent is a season of waiting and of 
anticipation.  We are waiting for Christ 
to be born in the manger, while at the 
same time waiting for Christ to burst 
into our lives again.  Pastor and martyr 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer says that Christ does 
this every day with every person that we 
encounter.  He writes:

"As long as there are people, Christ will 
walk the earth as your neighbor, as one 
through whom God calls you, speaks to 
you, makes demands on you.  That is the 
great seriousness and great blessedness 
of the Advent message.  Christ is 
standing at the door; he lives in the form 

of a human among us.  Do you want to 
close the door or open it?"

It may strike us as strange to see Christ 
in such a near face, but he said it, and 
those who withdraw from the serious 
reality of the Advent message cannot talk 
of the coming of Christ in their heart, 
either…

Christ is knocking.  It’s still not 
Christmas, but it’s also still not the great 
last Advent, the last coming of Christ.  
Through all the Advents of our life that 
we celebrate runs the longing for the last 
Advent, when the word will be: “See, I 
am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5).

The Advent season is a season of waiting, 
but our whole life is an Advent season, 
that is, a season of waiting for the last 
Advent when there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth.  

May we wait and watch together this 
Advent season.  And may we see the face 
of Christ in all that we meet.
           By: The Rev. Andy Casto-Waters
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Congregational 

Breakfast

Join us for the 
Congregational 

Christmas breakfast.
December 18, 2022

 9:45 AM 
Family Life Center

A loved tradition of 
our church, this will be 
a time for family and 
friend to laugh and 
fellowship together. 

Please bring 
a dish to share!

Honor Family and Friends

with Simple Gifts of Hope
As Christmas approaches, 
many of us are challenged 
with finding the perfect gift for 
our loved ones. Through our 
Alternative Gifts program, you 
may participate in a different 
way of giving gifts. This 
solution provides a way for you 
to give a gift that has meaning 
and can make an impact on 
someone’s life.

The Mission Committee has 
provided an Alternative Gifts 
program that gives you
the opportunity to support the 
agencies 
listed below.

Brochures are available 
through December 24 in the 
Narthex, the office hallway, 
and on our church website. 
Please prayerfully consider 
how you will honor someone 
in your life with a gift that 
will help someone in your 
community or globally. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact the church office or talk 
to someone from our Mission 
Committee.

Local Agencies
•Children’s Place, Inc.
•Christ Central of Aiken
•Community Medical Clinic of Aiken County
•Fellowship Camp & Conference Center

Global Agencies
•Honduras Agape Foundation
•Presbyterian Mission Agency
•South Sudan Ministry of Trinity Presbytery

AlternativeGifts
Christmas 2022

November 13 - December 24



COVENANT GROUPS are small groups with 6-10 participants which will be
 led by group members and will meet on a regular basis for in-depth discussions and study, 

along with a time for fellowship.

Covenant Group Signup 
Forms are available 

on FPCA website 
(aikenpresbyterian.org) 
and paper forms available in the 

Narthex and back hall table.  

Questions?
Cindy Ploeger at 

cindyploeger@icloud.com or 
314-494-3596

Marie Tewkesbury at 
jmtewkes@aol.com or 

864-621-1508

CHOOSE A STUDY

COMING IN JANUARY 2023
COVENANT GROUPS

Providing a healthy, authentic environment where people can grow spiritually and 
relationally - both in our relationship with God and with our fellow believers.

ACTS: Catching Up 
With The Spirit 

6 sessions
$15 Participant Guide 

(per person)

Author Matthew Skinner 
invites us to explore six 

key themes that illustrate 
the ways in which reading 
Acts is capable of igniting 
our imagination about the 
character of the Christian 

Gospel, the work of the 
church, and the challenge 

of living faithfully in a 
complex and changing 

world.  Group study 
includes discussing 
readings in Acts and 

participant guide reading, 
along with watching short 
video by Matthew Skinner.

Sticky Faith
Everyday ideas to build 

lasting faith in your kids, 
5 sessions 

$17 Book (one per family)

The Sticky Faith Parent 
Curriculum is a video based 

and discussion study that 
came from author Kara 

Powell’s desire to see her 
own kids emerge from 

adolescence with their faith 
intact.  Through personal, 

real-world experiences 
of research and sharing, 
The Sticky Faith Parent 

Curriculum presents 
powerful strategies and 
practical ideas, enabling 
parents to impart a deep 
and lasting faith in their 

children.
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• Our gardeners 
recently completed 

planting for the 
“shoulder season” 

which we are 
fortunate to have 

here in Aiken 
providing a year 

round production 
of vegetables, herbs, 

and impactful 
flowers.

• The four Mustard 
Seed Garden plots 
are completely full 

consisting of  collard 
greens, lettuce, 
onions, garlic, 

mustard greens, 
carrots, cabbage, and 

broccoli.
• The two pollinator 
plot beds of plants 
(28) are resting up 

for Spring along with 
over 45 daffodils 
and tulips located 

throughout plots and 
beds.

• The support we 
have received from 
the congregation, 

office staff, and 
friends has been 
rewarding and 

greatly appreciated.

• Words of 
encouragement 

from the charities 
we support, such as 
ACTS (see below), 

continue to motivate 
us to expand our 
gardening efforts.
• 9/24/22 Letter 

excerpt from 
Suzanne Jackson, 

Executive Director 
ACTS:

Dear Denny,
Thank you for 

sharing the bounty 
from your various 

garden plots.  We are 
in awe of your green 
thumb.  The peppers 

you delivered 
yesterday are 

absolutely beautiful.  
Our clients have 

appreciated the fresh 
produce throughout 

the summer.  We 
are honored to be 
a recipient of your 
generous offerings 
from the Mustard 

Seed Garden 
ministry.

• Garden Quote for 
the Month:  “It’s not 

what you see, but 
what you see in it”  
Piet Ondolf (1944.)
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Thanks to your support and 
generosity, Presbyterian Women 
collected donations for the Thank 
Offering mission project during 
the month of November.  
All Circles collected items for 
distribution to the Clinton 
Presbyterian Community during 
November.  This mission project 
included items like calendars, 

hairbrushes and combs, greeting 
cards, pens, stamps, soaps, 
lotions, and walker totes from the 
Formula for Life inventory.  The 
items will be delivered to Clinton 
in early December.

Presbyterian Women
 “Cookie Swap”

Circles 1 & 2 will combine for the Bible 
study and fellowship activity on Wednesday, 
December 14 at 10 o’clock in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Martha Ebel will lead the Bible 
lesson, “Sabbath and Surrender” focused on 
Exodus 16, and the cookie swap will follow.  

Members are encouraged to bring their 
favorite cookies, purchased or homemade 
and sealed in Ziploc bags of 6 or more for 
swapping.  Come join in the early holiday 
fun and enjoy some delicious cookies!
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Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

Please join us for one 
hour on the third 
Tuesdays of each month. 
We will be meeting from 
10:00 to 11:00 AM in the 
PW Productions Room 
(#27) on December 
20th, January 17th, 
and February 21st. We 
can get you started on 
making a prayer shawl 
while we share ideas, 
tips, fellowship, and 
prayer! You can also be 
a part of this ministry 
through your handwork 
at home. Please call for 
details.
Our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry started in the 

fall of 2007, and so far 
we have made over 884 
prayer shawls, and over 
833 have been given 
away. We continue to 
pray for all those who 
have received a prayer 
shawl. Prayer shawls 
are available to give 
to anyone -- church 
members and those who 
are not members of our 
church. Please let us 
know of someone who 
might enjoy receiving 
this special gift from our 
church.
Please contact Robbie 
Knox to ask about 
getting a prayer shawl or 
to see how you can help!  

WELCOME 
NEWBORN 

BABIES!
Please be sure to 
let us know if you 
are expecting a new 
baby, grandbaby, or 
great-grandbaby in 
your family! Some 
of our Presbyterian 
Women have made 
beautiful knit baby 
items which we’d 
like to share with 
you for your new 
family member! 
Let us know before 
the arrival time, so 
you'll have the gift 
ready to deliver at 

your convenience!
Please contact 
Robbie Knox to 
ask about getting 
baby items or with 
your questions and 
suggestions.



On Saturday October 8th 
at 8:00 AM over 90 people 
ranging in ages from 5-95 
came to First Presbyterian 
Church of Aiken with the 
sole purpose of helping 
our community.  A Day 
of Service was started at 
the church five years ago.  
Volunteers work together 
on different projects that 
are within a mile of the 
church.  This year the 
project had nine different 
mission opportunities 
ACTS, Tri-Development 
Center of Aiken County, 
Project Vision, Stand at the 
Crossroads, Community 
Medical Clinic of Aiken 
County, Children’s Place, 

Shepeard Community 
Blood Bank, Habitat 
ReStore, and soup making 
and delivery.  These many 
hands made light work of 
all the projects, as they 
completed most of the jobs 
in less than four hours.  A 
true test that shows when 
we work together, anything 
can be accomplished. The 
church's hope is that this 
project inspires others to 
go out and help in their 
local community.  For 
more information about 
next year’s Day of Service, 
contact First Presbyterian 
Church of Aiken. 
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Several participants provided their personal 
experiences and thoughts to give 

others a glimpse of the good 
work that was done. 

Our group worked with 
Project Vision to repair 
an older house that the 
owner was unable to repair 
herself.  All the planking 
on the back porch and 
steps was replaced with 
new wood.  The external 
framing for a window had 
deteriorated and was also 
replaced.  Another job was 

to replace more than half 
of the bathroom 
sub-flooring and 
recover it with vinyl.
During the course of the 
work on the back steps, a 
neighbor walked by and 
wanted to help; he spent 
several hours doing just 
that.   
Dave Muhlbaier

A dozen volunteers turned 
out to tidy up the grounds 
of the Community 
Medical Clinic. We 
focused our energies 
on weeding, planting 
chrysanthemums and 
pansies, refreshing mulch, 
raking leaves, pruning 
shrubs and reducing 
the brush around the 

perimeter of the property. 
Mr. Orion Jeter, 
Exec. Director of the 
Community Medical 
Clinic, is most grateful 
for our church’s service 
because they do not have 
money in their budget 
to handle landscape 
maintenance work.    
Sandy Tucker

Soup making and delivery 
is a joint project with 
everyone contributing 
by bringing the items for 
the Beef Veggie Soup. 
Everyone gets in on the 
process by peeling and 
chopping or washing up.
While the soup cooks, 
everyone enjoys 
fellowship as the delivery 

bags are assembled. 
After the soup is 
done, it’s poured into 
containers and added 
to delivery bags along 
with crackers, cookies, 
and a peppermint. This 
year, four couples and 
four individuals were 
recipients. 
Sandy Evans

Day of service is about 
more than just the work 
we did.  What means 
the most to me is the 
fact that so many people 
came out to help others 
in the community.  They 
didn't do it for reward or 
recognition, but simply 
because they knew it 

was the right thing to 
do.  If you're looking for 
a tangible example of the 
Lord's hands, just look at 
the photos from Day of 
Service and you'll see it. 
Tommy Patterson
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First Presbyterian 
Church Aiken is 

scheduled to attend 
Cross Mission 

June 18-23, 2023. 
This is a great 

opportunity for your 
child to 

participate in 
missions across 

Charlotte, NC, while 

singing, learning, 
and making new 

friends with other 
church youth. 

If you need more 
information, please 

feel free to email 
Mary Fran Crook at 

youthcoor@
aikenpresbyterian.org

Rooted January 25, 2023
Everyone is invited to come grow in knowledge and build 

community with your fellow church members.  
This will be a potluck dinner. 

Childcare provided. 
More information to come!

December

4th Play Practice
4:30-6:00 PM

11th Carols 
11:00 AM

24th Christmas 
Eve Family 

Service
4:00 PM

January

8th
4:30-6:00 PM

22nd
4:30-6:00 PM

29th
4:30-6:00 PM

February

5th
4:30-6:00 PM

12th
4:30-6:00 PM

26th
4:30-6:00 PM

December

4th 
Friendsgiving
4:30-6:00 PM

11th 

Carols 
11:00 PM

24th 

Christmas Eve 
Family Service

4:00 PM

January
8th

4:30-6:00 PM

22nd
4:30-6:00 PM

29th
4:30-6:00 PM

February
 5th

4:30-6:00 PM

12th
4:30-6:00 PM

26th
4:30-6:00 PM

12



Upcoming Music Opportunities

Worship & Music 
Conference at Montreat

June 25–30, 2023
This intergenerational conference is for 

children, youth, adults, pastors, directors, 
organists, singers, ringers, worship leaders, 
and church members. All are welcome! The 

Presbyterian Association of Musicians (PAM) 
works in cooperation with Montreat 

Conference Center to offer two identical 
Worship and Music conferences each summer. 
Guided by the principles of Reformed worship, 

conferees explore opportunities for vital worship 
experiences and enriching the liturgical

 life of the local church.
More information will be shared soon. 

Stay tuned!

The Sanctuary Concert Series is free to 
the community through the generous 

donations of both church members 
and community members. If you 

would like to make a contribution and 
join the Ensemble of Music Sponsors
 or receive more information, contact 
the church office or Daniel Hamilton 
at danielh@aikenpresbyterian.org.

Sanctuary Flowers
Thank you to everyone who provided the lovely flowers 

in our sanctuary for worship services during 2022!

We will be reaching out to those who have donated 
flowers in the past to see if they would like to renew 

their dates. If you are interested in participating, please 
call the church office.

Thursday,
1-19-2023
12:00 PM
Sanctuary

13



Thank you for your many contributions so far this year. Here are the upcoming 
items. Please leave your contributions in the baskets in the narthex wings.

December
Soap

(Dish, Bath, & Laundry)

January 
Grits/Oatmeal/Cereal

February
Complete Canned 

Meals (e.g. Beef Stew)

First Presbyterian Church 
Deacons Information

If you or someone you know can use any of these services, or if you would like to volunteer, 
please contact the person listed for the appropriate committee.

Church Office: (803)648-2662
Card Ministry - Sends sympathy and get well cards as well as cards to homebound and nursing home residents.
Contact: Lestine Bush: (803)646-1168

Caregiver Respite - Provides two hours of companionship by a team of two for a caregiver's respite.
Contact: Bob Hinds (803)648-0267

Congregational Outreach - Provides periodic visits by individuals or families.
 Contact: Bob Hinds: (803)215-3925

Extended Communion - Provides Communion to those unable to attend worship services. 
Contact: Mary Fran Crook: (318)805-8995

Flower Delivery - Delivers flowers, when available, following Sunday services or the next day to those who are 
hospitalized or homebound.
Contact: Jeana Carter: (803)292-6799

Funeral/Memorial Service Receptions - Assists in providing receptions following services. 
Contact: Janice Cadwallader: (803)648-8220/ (803)645-6735, or Liz Cox (803)226-9556

Meal Preparation & Delivery - Provides occasional meals for those in need. 
Contact: Kathy Kent: (803)648-9802

Medical Closet - Provides a collection of walkers, canes, and wheelchairs for members' use.
Contact: Liz Cox: (803)226-9556

Minor Home Repair - Provides many types of small repairs. Contact: David Clerc: (803)221-1507

Stephen Ministry - Provides confidential care to individuals who are experiencing difficulties in their lives.
Contact any Stephen Leader: Gayle Gordon: (803) 507-7725, Karalee Kludzuweit: (803)335- 8632, 
Linda McGurer: (803)648-0856, or Julie Taylor: (803)643-8707

Transportation - Provides transport for those unable to get to worship services, church activities, or medical 
appointments. Contact: David Clerc: (803)221-1507

Chair - Jean Covington: (803)439-0271
   The Board of Deacons - providing the congregation with service, witness, and compassion
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Mwandi
The big excitement in Mwandi 
is the arrival of the oxygen 
generator from Eastern 
Europe.  Briefly it was loaded 
into a container, probably in 
Czechoslovakia, where I believe it 
was manufactured by a German 
firm. It was then transported 
by truck to a port, by sea to an 
east African port, off loaded, 
transported by truck to Lusaka 
where it was received by Mulilu 
Gases.  From Lusaka it was 
trucked to Livingstone and then 
to Mwandi. In places the road 
to Mwandi from Livingstone 
is about 40% asphalt and 60% 
severe pot holes.
No crane or fork lift was available 
to do the offloading, so a tractor 
was used to pull the generator 
from the shipping container 
onto a local truck. This was done 
immediately on arrival to avoid 
paying additional demurrage 

charges on the container.  Ida’s 
crew worked into the late evening 
to get the cargo off the truck 
and alongside the pad where the 
generator will be housed.  This 
was so the owner could get his 
truck back for his next day’s work.  
Ida felt the entire offloading, 
which was primitive by our 
standards, was a good example of 
teamwork amongst the staff and 
villagers.
On October 29 Mulilu Gases 
workers came to Mwandi to 
set up and test the generator.  
Not surprisingly, after such an 
arduous journey, a few leaks and 
a bad electrical connection were 
found and repaired. More serious, 
a condensate drain needs to be 
replaced, as the fill connector 
to the hospital’s gas cylinders is 
not compatible with the cylinder 
valves, and the connector will 
have to be exchanged.

The unit is capable of generating 
oxygen of 87% purity; but after 
all the bugs are fixed, 95% should 
be achievable.  Ida hopes all will 
be fixed by December 1, 2022. 
Meanwhile she is having the 
other two walls of the building 
constructed now that the 
equipment is in place.
Ida expressed her heartfelt thanks 
for all those who made this 
acquisition possible. She also 
mentioned that the manifold 
system, which some members of 
our church financed, provided the 
impetus for achieving the greater 
goal of getting the generator.  All 
totaled, Ida writes the entire cost 
of the installation has come to 
$209, 529.25.  I don’t doubt for a 
minute she has it figured to the 
nearest penny!
  By: Bruce Eberhard
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  TOM BRITT 
REPORTING FROM 

HONDURAS 
This is my final trip to Quimistan as 
a HAF Board member.  I went to see 
how things have progressed since my 
first visit around 2012-13 and during 
the pandemic.  

There has been much success in 
education.  Laura is practicing 
dentistry in Quimistan.   Dilcia 
Santos Castillo is an engineer with 
Leer just outside Quimistan; and 
Ingrid Paola Fernandez Perez is an 
attorney in San Pedro Sula.   We 
celebrated the graduations of 
Thomas, Jackie, and Alice from high 
school; Lucinda from university 
with a business degree.  Two 
Agape Promise (AP) students are 
involved in a Culinary school in 
San Pedro Sula, the Washington 
Academe.  Thomas plans on joining 
German who is currently enrolled 
at the Culinary School.  We visited 
the school, met the instructors 
and several students.  This will be 
an exciting opportunity for our 
students. 

Exciting news!  Quimistan started 
a fine arts program.  We heard 
students playing violin and cellos. 
Classical Guitar is offered as well as 
painting and chorus.  Included in the 
facility is the first public library in 
Quimistan.  

During the visit, we met the mayor 
of Quimistan.  We discussed 
partnering on future projects.

Tejeras offers promise.  The 
kindergarten teacher said nine 
of her students are ready for 
first grade.  The Board agreed to 
explore supporting this effort.  It 
might lead to Tejeras students 
getting an education and enjoying 
opportunities afforded. 

During our trip the team visited 
the schools in the villages around 
Quimistan and Pinalejo to assess 
progress in several communities 

since our last Board visit prior to 
the Pandemic.  There are three 
new medical clinics :Arena Blanca, 
Laguna del Carmen, and La Puerta, 
and proposals for additional 
clinics in Los Panales and Nueva 
Esperanza.  At La Puerta, the mayor 
of Azacualpa attended the opening 
celebration.

Summary of Activity

1.  The Three Presidents School in 
Penalejo - We inspected a new roof 
and assessed facility needs. 
2.  Richard Maduro Kindergarten - 
We were entertained by the students 
and viewed the physical facility. 
3.  Arena Blanca - we inspected the 
New Medical Clinic.
4.  Teo - We led a hygiene brigade 
and members of McDonough 
Presbyterian Church put on a Bible 
skit. 
5.  Laguna del Carmen - We led a 
hygiene brigade and visited new 
medical clinic. 
6.  Nueva Esperanza - We discussed 
a potential new medical clinic.
7.  Tierra Amarilla - We led a 
hygiene brigade and members of 
McDonough Presbyterian Church 
put on another Bible skit. 
8.  Rio Blanco - We inspected the 
new  roof project and wall divider 
just completed.  The Board will 
consider a new school kitchen.
9.  La Puerta - We visited the new 
Medical Clinic and celebrated its 
opening.  The Quimistan mayor 
joined the celebration.
10.Tejeras kindergarten - We helped 
in the feeding and McDonough lead 
another Bible skit.
11.  Luz de Valle in Quimistan - We 
led a hygiene brigade, and members 
of McDonough Presbyterial Church 
put on another Bible skit.
12.  Los Panales - We visited the new 
Medical Clinic and joined in the 
celebration.
13.  Terrero Colorado - A new 
community.  We discussed a school 
renovation project.
14.  Mission team took some AP 
students to San Francisco de Omoa, 
oldest fortress in Central America.

There is still much to do. However, 
if the enthusiasm (especially the 
six McDonough Presbyterian team 
members) is an indication, HAF 
support  is solid.   With God’s grace, 
HAF will continue to serve the 
people of Honduras.
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From Andy Casto-Waters
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Friends,

Recently, I 
was reading 
a collection 
of devotions 
written by Tom 
Currie, former 
dean at Union 
Presbyterian 
Seminary in 
Charlotte, NC.  
In discussing 
Advent, he 
reminds us 
of the words 
of John of 
Damascus, the 
last theologian 
of the Orthodox 
church.  John 
held fast to the 
idea that Christ 
was conceived 
in Mary upon 
her hearing the 
angel speak 
the words of 
promise and 
hope to her. She 
hears the words, 
and responds, 
“Let it be to 
me according 
to your word.” 
(Luke 1:38)  
When she hears 
the word, it takes 
root in her heart, 
and thereby 
she becomes 
pregnant with 
Jesus.

John pointed 
out the same 
happens to 
us.  We hear 
the word of 
love, hope, joy, 
and peace this 
season and by 
the power of 
the Holy Spirit, 
it takes root in 
our hearts, and 
Jesus becomes 
born in our lives.  

Dr. Currie 
concludes that 
Christ, “... comes 
as he always 
promises to, 
interrupting 
the serious 
business of my 
life and yours, 
and making a 
nest for himself 
within us.  And 
when he comes, 
there really 
is Christmas 
wonder.” 

This has been 
a strange and 
difficult year.  
But I hope 
that when we 
reflect back 
on it, we will 
see the places 
where Christ 
interrupted the 
serious business 

of our lives and 
surprised us 
with wonder.  
That we will 
be able to hear 
above all the 
other noise 
the promise of 
hope and love 
promised in 
Jesus.  

So may we listen 
with fresh ears 
again to the 
voices of the 
angels calling: 
Greetings, 
favored one!  
The Lord is with 
you!  And may 
Christ again 
make a home in 
and among us 
this season.

Peace,
Andy

Important  Note: 
Our Worship Service Sunday 

December 25 will be at 
11:00!  I know that is right 
in the middle of opening 

presents and sausage balls 
and casseroles.  However, I’d 
like to invite you to join your 

church family in worship 
for an informal service in 

the Sanctuary.  We will have 
prayers and hymns with the 

meditation being a Christmas 
story for all ages.  Wear 

your Christmas pajamas or 
sweaters and join us in the 
sanctuary as we celebrate 
Christ’s Nativity together. 



Updates

Thank You Notes
Celebrating the Baptism of
Mary McCaslan Shafer

Daughter of Bailey and John Shafer
September 18, 2022

11.25 lbs of pop tabs 
were donated to

Ronald McDonald House. 
They get $0.20/lb so $2.25 

but it all adds up!

Dear First Presbyterian Family,
 I wanted to thank you for all 
the wonderful prayers, prayer 
shawl, calls, cards, and basket 
of goodies. All made Ed and 
me feel your presence and love 
during our healing. We both are 
getting stronger with each day. 
Love, Virginia Smith

Dear First Presbyterian Family, 
We were overjoyed to bring 
Salter home and he has been 
such a blessing to our family 
already. We have also been very 
blessed to have the support of 
friends, family, and our church. 
Your thoughtful gifts have 
helped to make our transition 
to a "family of five life". We will 
cherish the blanket for a long 
time, and the What's Cookin' 
gift was put to use quickly. 
Thank you for thinking of us 

during this special time.
The Reynolds (Hank and Hallie)

Dear First Presbyterian,
Thank you for the prayers and 
cards during Lonnie’s diagnosis 
and surgery for pancreatic 
cancer.  
His prognosis is very good as it 
was caught early.  I know that 
your prayers have contributed to 
his recovery.  
Grace and Peace, 
Cheryl Kelley

Dear First Presbyterain Church 
Family,
Warren and I can’t express our 
thanks and gratitude enough 
for the kind words, support, 
cards, texts, phone calls, food, 
love, and concern that we have 
been showered with by the 
members of First Presbyterian 

during our recent illnesses.  
Words are not adequate to 
show our appreciation for 
all the kindnesses we have 
received.  Having all of you in 
our lives and my position here 
at the church are truly blessings 
from the Lord.  With prayerful 
thanksgiving,  
Chris Jolicoeur-Smith

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry ,
I want you to know how much 
I appreciate your thoughtful 
heartwarming gift of a prayer 
shawl! Thank you for your 
loving concern and prayers as I 
face cancer surgery.  
In faith, Marjorie Argo
 ( Sharon Stone’s Mom)

New Blessing Box 
Updated by 

Jacob M. Williams for his 
Eagle Scout Project.
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Dear First Presbyterian 
Church Family,
There is a passage in Galatians 
that tells us:  "Carry each other's 
burdens, and in this way, you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  Thanks 
to you, my burden of cancer has 
been lightened beyond measure.  

If you ever doubt that 
intercessory prayers have any 
real effect, I can tell you that they 
do.  I have felt every one of them, 
and was blessed by each one of 
you who lifted me up.  You also 
cannot know the blessing you 
sent with the flowers, shared 
from the sanctuary (when you 
provide these on Sundays, you 
give them twice!) as well as from 
your own gardens.  And all the 
cards and calls, the texts and 
emails, the food and treats you 
left on my doorstep filled my 
heart with unbelievable gratitude 
and healing.  

You carried me with such gentle 
and loving hands through a 
rather rough few weeks and 
months, and I cannot thank 
you enough.  Please know 
that I appreciate you beyond 
words.  And I plan to continue 
appreciating you for many years 
to come.  

Hugs to you all, 
Marti Healy

Thank you for your generous 
support of the Giving Together 
program this year!

Dear Staff of First Presbyterian 
Church,
I can’t thank you enough for 
your thoughtful donation to the 
Crystal Coast Hospice House 
in my mother’s memory! I was 
so touched to hear you had 
done that.  The Hospice House 
was so very good not only to 
my mother, but her children, 
too.  And I can assure you, your 
donation will be wisely spent.  
Again, I so appreciate this tribute 
and am humbled and blessed.

Sincerely, Mary Maddrey

Dear First Presbyterian,
Words cannot describe how 
thankful and appreciative I am 
for all the outreach and prayers 
after my knee surgery. I loved 
all the cards, meals and flowers 
given to me. 

Sincerely,
Katie Kucharski

Dear Members of First 
Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for the numerous 
ways you continue to support 
our mission. We are so grateful 
to be one of the organizations 
selected to participate in your 
annual "Mission in a Mile" day of 
caring. We were delighted to see 
the wonderful team of volunteers 
representing all ages come to 
help us at ACTS. Members not 
only helped paint walls in our 
break room, but they did some 
heavy clean-up of the grounds 
around our building and cleaned 
equipment in our food pantry. 

Everyone worked together to 
create a wonderful outcome 
and we couldn't be more 
appreciative! 
I also wish to thank First 
Presbyterian Church for allowing 
us to host our annual Volunteer 
and Donor Appreciation Dinner 
in the Family Life Center on 
October 25th. This was an 
especially important year for 
us to celebrate so many in 
our community who help us 
deliver our mission on a daily 
basis. We are honored to have 
served Aiken County for more 
than 35 years and are proud 
of First Presbyterian's role in 
the inception of ACTS. The 
evening provided an opportunity 
to touch on this important 
milestone. I especially would 
like to thank Sandy Evans for 
her many efforts to help ensure a 
successful event. Sandy provided 
numerous hours helping the 
planning committee understand 
how best to set-up for the event. 
She was gracious to offer her 
assistance during the event 
and stayed to help breakdown 
afterwards. 
These are just a handful of 
examples of how you have 
supported our ministry during 
the year. These are challenging 
times and the need for our 
assistance continues to increase. 
Your partnership ensures 
that we are there to provide 
critical services to help prevent 
hardships for many living in our 
community. 
Blessings and Gratitude,
Suzanne K. Jackson 
Executive Director
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4 2nd Sunday of Advent

11 3rd Sunday of Advent

18 4th Sunday of Advent

24 Christmas Eve
 Worship at 4:00 & 7:00 PM

25 Christmas Day

December 
1 Epiphany Sunday

8 Baptism of the Lord
 
15 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
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29 4th Sunday after Epiphany

5 5th Sunday after Epiphany
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19 Transfiguration of the Lord

26 1st Sunday of Lent
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