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PUBLICATIONS
The deadline for the June/July/August 2023 
newsletter is 12:00 noon on Wednesday, May 17.  We 
would love to hear your story!

Please send your information via email to Joanna 
Hamilton at joannah@aikenpresbyterian.org or 
leave it in the “Newsletter” box in the office hallway. 

Watch for Weekly Updates in your email!

Please follow the church: 
Facebook - facebook.com/
aikenpres
Instagram - @aikenpres

If you no longer wish to receive a hard copy of the 
newsletter because you read it online, please let the 
church office know.

CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Head of Staff Rev. Dr. Christopher Erde
Director of Music Daniel Hamilton
Media Specialist Joanna Hamilton
Organist/Accompanist Kathy Clark
Preschool Director Mary Maddrey
Financial Secretary Debby Dugan
Administrative Assistant Sharon Stone
Interim Youth Coordinator Mary Fran Crook
Interim Director of Finance  Cassie Buchanan
Kitchen Coordinator (volunteer) Sandy Evans

 224 Barnwell Avenue NW, Aiken, SC 29801-3904
(803) 648-2662

e-mail:  aikenpresbyterian@aikenpresbyterian.org
Website:  www.aikenpresbyterian.org
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Welcome 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Erde

New Head of Staff
 

Christopher was born and raised 
in Deerfield, Illinois, a suburb just 
north of Chicago. Along with his 
sister and brother, he grew up in 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Deerfield. FPCD was his family’s 
happy place, and it was there that he 
first recognized how very special 
church-family could be. Church was 
where his parents’ friends were, and 
where they felt God’s love and grace 
most keenly. 
 When he was a teenager 
they moved to Spartanburg, SC, and 
joined the FPCS, although it wasn’t 
quite the same. They all drifted 
away from church, but because God 
never gives up on anyone, a spark of 
connection remained. It wasn’t until 
after his university years at USC, 
early work years, early marriage 
years, and early parenthood years, 
that his faith caught fire again, and 
God used Tamra to do it.
 They were living in Conway, 
SC, attending the Kingston 
Presbyterian Church, when Tamra 
felt God’s call to lead the children and 
youth of KPC. Pretty soon working 
with the youth became a family affair 
- Chris helped with youth group and 

taught Sr. High Sunday School. Their 
girls, Sara Ellen and Hilary (just 
six and two years old when Tamra 
started), became honorary youth 
group members. Church was “home” 
again for him and his family.
 In 2003 Tamra and Chris sold 
a small business they had started 
ten years earlier. He was thinking 
about applying to law school, when 
his pastor Rev. Don Steins, suggested 
seminary instead. His reply was, “I’m 
surely not good enough to serve God 
in that way.” And Don said, “none of 
us are good enough on our own, it’s 
only by God’s grace that we are made 
good enough.” He then handed him 
a brochure for Columbia Theological 
Seminary.
 Seminary was terrifying and 
amazing, and although it was hard 
for everyone, it was a wonderful and 
fulfilling time for their family. Post 
graduation at CTS, they accepted a 
call to the FPC of Quincy, Florida, 
and the church family grew. The 
congregation welcomed them, 
and loved them, and after sixteen 
years, loves them still. After so 
long, he didn’t think God would 
call them anywhere else, but God 
loves to do new things. Through a 
season of meeting and getting to 
know the FPCA Pastor Nominating 
Committee, God is calling them to 
move to a new place, and to grow 
their church family in Aiken, at the 
First Presbyterian Church.

Get to know the family
 Tamra grew up a football 
coach's daughter living in SC, NC, 
and TN. She is a USC graduate who 
loves working in the yard, playing 
tennis, and helping out at church 
and in the community. Hilary is a 
Rhodes College graduate (2020) and 
an FSU graduate student studying 
to become a high school counselor. 
Hilary loves music, movies, reading, 
and spending time with friends. 
Sara Ellen is also a Rhodes College 
graduate (2016). She lives in 
Brooklyn where she is the Director 
of the Kiddie Korner Preschool. 
Sara Ellen enjoys exploring the city, 
reading, and playing with the kiddos 
at school. Chris enjoys reading, golf, 
hiking, making noise on his guitar, 
and basically just hanging out with 
Tamra, Hilary, and Sara Ellen.



Interested in Stephen Ministry?
We’re looking forward to a new Stephen Ministry 

training class starting in March!
 

Informational packets available for you to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry.
Please contact any of the following Stephen Leaders:
 Gayle Gordon 

803-507-7725
Karalee Kludzuweit 

803-335-8632
 

Linda McGurer 
803-648-0856

 

Julie Taylor 
803-979-9919

 

Church Picnic

Mark your calendars for 
the following dates:

March 22, 2023 at 5:30 PM
May 3, 2023 at 5:30 PM
More information on 

speakers and 
menus to come.

Meet on the West Lawn 
immediately after the 10:00 AM 

worship service, and please 
bring a side dish to share. 
Burgers, hot dogs, drinks, 

and dessert will be provided 
by the Congregational Life 

Committee.

Come rain or shine! The 
Fellowship Hall will have tables 
and chairs for those who prefer 

to eat inside.

May 28, 2023

We would be grateful for prayers from the congregation to be with those who will be in training.
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SPRING IS ARRIVING AT THE MUSTARD SEED GARDEN PLOTS !

Summer Sundays 
Worship at 
10:00 AM

Memorial Day Weekend 
through 

Labor Day Weekend

Aiken Steeplechase
March 25th

The Congregational Life committee invites 
everyone to stop by to meet and greet with 

fellow church members of 
First Presbyterian.

Spot 831, inside rail. 
Come in through the 

Red Gate races run from 11-4:30 PM
Must purchase a ticket for entry.

Bring a chair, beverage, and a dish to share.
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• A major happening that will  assist our gardening and 
landscaping initiatives is the drilling of a 285’ well. This well 
will allow us to launch a more efficient irrigation system, 
reduce watering zones from 30 to 10 zones and reduce our 
annual city water cost.
 
• The planting process is getting underway over the next few 
weeks with the following seeds/plants to help start filling 
up our plots: peas, beets, cabbage, carrots, collards, lettuce, 
onions, potatoes, radishes, spinach, and turnips. Also, we are 
planting an assortment of annual flowers that will surround 
and highlight Mustard Seed Garden Plots.

• The artistic talent from our member Ray Kent has brought 
forth and donated an assortment of watercolor vegetable note 
cards. These will be offered through a Mustard Seed Garden 
fundraising event prior to Mother’s Day.

• Participants at various evening healing workshops that 
meet at First Presbyterian find our workbench between the 
garden plots a special environment for meditating before and 
after their respective meetings.

Updates:



Thursday, March 9, 12 PM, 
First Presbyterian Church

Jeremy Jordan, Piano, and Mark Dover, Clarinet
 Critically acclaimed as “a clear technical virtuoso,” 
“a rare talent,” and “a true Wunderkind,” Juilliard-trained 
pianist Jeremy Jordan burst onto the music scene at age 
9 playing Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in a live 
televised performance.  Jordan went on to appear on the 
acclaimed radio programs From the Top and From the 
Top:  Live from Carnegie Hall.  He is the recipient of many 
honors and awards, including a first prize in the Steinway 
Concerto Competition.

 Grammy-nominated clarinetist, Mark Dover, has 
been a member of Imani Winds since 2016. His debut 
album with that highly regarded ensemble, “Bruits,” was 
nominated for Best Chamber Music/Small Ensemble 
Performance at the 2022 Grammy Awards.  

 The duo will perform a program of contemporary 
American and original compositions.

Choir 
Our choir is off to a great 
start this spring. We are 
always looking for new 
singers and would love 

for you to join us! We are 
preparing for the Lenten 

and Easter season!

Carillon Ringers
The bells are ringing again. We 
are currently rehearsing music 
to share in worship. Some of 

the music this spring will use a 
variety of techniques. Ringing 

bells is open to all members (some 
music reading skills are helpful).

 

Montreat
 In the gospel of John, a 
Samaritan woman goes to the well for 
refreshment and has a life changing 
encounter with Jesus. Similarly, each 
year conferees gather for refreshment, 

renewal and relaxation, drawing 
from the metaphorical well that is the 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians 
Worship and Music Conference at 
Montreat, a well overflowing with 
wisdom and knowledge. 

 We are excited to once again 
draw from the well. We already 
have several church members 

signed up to attend this incredible 
conference. Please email danielh@
aikenpresbyterian.org if you'd like 

information or to inquire about 
available space.
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     Once again, the Giving Together Christmas Store was 
a huge success. Through your donations of money, gifts, 
and time, we were able to help 154 children from 57 
families.  We sold 37 bikes and helmets, many to children 
who had never owned a bicycle.  We helped a variety 
of people in difficult circumstances.  Many were single 
parents and grandparents who were grateful for help in 
buying gifts for their children.

     It would be futile to try to adequately thank all of 
you for your part in making this project a success. The 
bicycle haulers and staff at Walmart, the church staff, 
the preschool children, the youth group shoppers, the 
neighborhood in Woodside, and the volunteer sorters 
and cashiers are some of the many contributors.  Your 
donations of gifts and money allowed us to have a 
well-stocked store for our clients.

     We aren’t finished, though!  After a break during 
COVID, we have decided to open the store all year to 
provide birthday gifts for these same families. We will 
need more gifts and money so that the store provides 
a variety of items.  Please remember Giving Together 
throughout the year.  If you see a good sale, buy a couple 
gifts.  If your child or grandchild has a birthday, consider 
doubling up and donate half.  Money is always welcomed 
to help us restock as needed.  

     Thanks so much for your past support (for eight 
years!) and thanks, in advance for your continued 
support in the future.
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Holy Week 
Palm/Passion Sunday April 2

8:45 & 11:00 AM; in-person
livestream at 11:00 AM

As this service opens we remember 
how the crowd welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem and wanted to crown him 
as king. But as the story of the passion 
unfolds, shouts of praise turn to 
demands for his crucifixion, and he is 
given a crown of thorns and handed over 
to be mocked and killed. On this first day 
of Holy Week we ponder how our praise 
of Jesus can turn to betrayal and denial.

Maundy Thursday April 6
6:00 PM in-person and livestream

Maundy comes from the Latin 
“mandatum” meaning “commandment" 
and refers to the new commandment 
Jesus gives us (John 13:34-35) after 
he has washed his disciples' feet and 
shared a last supper with them before his 
crucifixion. In this service we will recall 
this command for our lives and share the 
Lord’s Supper.

We know that Christ, 
being raised from the 
dead, will never die 

again; death no longer 
has dominion over him.

Romans 6:9
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Services 2023
Good Friday Service

April 7 12:00 PM in-person 
and livestream

The word "tenebrae" comes from 
the Latin meaning "darkness." The 

Tenebrae is an ancient Christian 
Good Friday service that makes use of 

gradually diminishing light through the 
extinguishing of candles to symbolize the 
events of that week from the triumphant 
Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.

Easter Sunday
April 9

8:45 and 11:00 AM; in-person
livestream at 11:00 AM

The Festival of the Resurrection of the 
Lord celebrates Christ’s rising from 

the grave when all other principalities 
and powers that seek to entomb God’s 
will were forever defeated. As part of 

our celebration we will share the joyful 
feast of our risen Lord.

Easter Breakfast 
Join us for our Easter Breakfast on 

Easter Sunday, April 9th, in the Family 
Life Center at 9:45 AM. Please bring a 

dish to share (breakfast casseroles, fruit, 
sweet rolls, etc.)! 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing 

God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
around the world by providing relief from 
natural disasters, food for the hungry, and 

support for the poor and oppressed. 
Jesus teaches us in Matthew 25, that in every 

time and season, the church connects with 
itself and its Savior through relationships 

with those who have least. Each gift helps to 
improve the lives of people in challenging 

situations through three impactful 
programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 
Self-Development of People.

The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will 
be received on Easter Sunday, 

April 9th. Thank you for prayerfully 
considering your contribution to this life-

giving offering. Contributions can be made to 
FPC with the notation: OGHS.

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, 
IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 

Memorials & Gifts
Our Sanctuary will be decorated 

with lilies during Easter. The money 
generated from Easter memorials will be 

used to purchase lilies. Donors will be 
listed on an insert on Easter Sunday. The 
suggested minimum for each memorial 

or gift is $25. Please fill out a form 
(available in the church office and on the 

church website) with your payment by 
April 2nd. 
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Graduate Sunday
June 4th 

at the 10:00 AM Worship Service. 

Youth Sunday
April 23rd 

at the 11:00 AM Worship Service

We are excited to bring back this 
tradition.  On Sunday, April 23, the 
youth will lead the congregation in 
worship.  Please come to support 
this wonderful group while they 

share their time and talent.

We will celebrate our High School 
graduates on Sunday, June 4, as they 

embark on this milestone in their 
life.  A reception will the follow the 

service. 

 The FPCA Youth have 
been busy these past few 
months.  In December, we 
had a Friendsgiving breakfast 
during the Sunday school 
hour, where we talked about 
activities for the Spring and 
made ornaments for the 
residents of Trinity on Laurens. 
The Luthers, Ploegers and 
Pattersons welcomed us 
in their homes where we 
enjoyed a progressive dinner. 
In January, we enjoyed 
"Christmas leftovers" by 
decorating gingerbread 

men and played the white 
elephant game.  Kathy Kent 
shared with us about the meal 
ministry the church provides 
for our congregation while we 
prepared meals to be stored 
in the freezer. In February, 
we made care packages for 
our college aged students, 
as well as birthday cake bags 
for ACTS, and prepared our 
boxes for "Souper" Bowl 
Sunday. 
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 During the winter 
months the children's 
events focused on 
Love.  Loving our 
church, loving others, 
and loving our selves 
just the way we are. 
They made new year's 
resolution goals; some 
wanted to learn to 
do new things and 
help more. Another 

fun activity we have 
done over the years 
is cooking with kids. 
Our younger members 
love to get messy and 
have fun!  The children 
made 20 Valentine's 
gifts that were sent to 
Trinity on Laurens.  We 
look forward to new 
excitements to come in 
the spring.  

Egg Hunt
2023 Summer 

Camp Registration 
is NOW OPEN!

Fellowship Camp and 
Conference Center, a 
ministry of Camping 
Ministries of the 
Carolinas, Inc., exists 
to provide exceptional 
experiences in camping, 
retreat and conference 
ministries, and 

environmental education 
for children, youth, 
and adults.  We work to 
engage our community 
in experiences that 
make connections for 
better living, stronger 
communities, and 
personal and spiritual 
growth and development.

Meeting Dates:
March 5th and 26th  April 2nd and30th 

May 7th and 21st

Join us on April 9th for 
our annual Egg Hunt! 

 
All ages will be called around 
10:20 AM after the Easter 
Breakfast in the Family Life 

Center. We will walk over 
to the West Lawn together.  
Kids, be sure to bring your 

baskets and smiles. 



Save the 
Date:

June 19-23 
from 

9am-Noon

We are excited to announce 
that Vacation Bible School 
is scheduled for June 19th-
23rd from 9am-Noon.  
This year's theme is Hero 
Hotline.  Our Heroes (the 
children) "are called to 
Follow Jesus, Help Others, 
Work Together, Listen 

to God, and Show Grace!" 
through music, drama and 
storytelling, games, arts & 
crafts, science, and snacks!  
We cannot wait to learn and 
fellowship together! Be on 
lookout for more information 
to come. 

If you are interested in helping this year, please contact 
Mary Fran Crook at youthcoor@aikenpresbyterian.org

12
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Mwandi Updates
Lately there is a lot going 
on at the Mwandi Hospital. 
Ida Waddell reports a 
small spike in Covid. There 
have been about 340,000 
cases in Zambia, 4038 
deaths and 3.5 million 
people vaccinated. Mwandi 
has had 311 cases and 3 
deaths. The oxygen system 
has been a big asset and 
they have on hand 20 full 
cylinders of 94.6% purity.  
Government acceptance 
of the generator awaits 
receipt of a replacement 
for a sensor that was 
faulty. The system must 
operate successfully for 
two weeks before allowing 
sales to customers. 
However, load shedding 
by the power company 
has wreaked havoc with 
the mother board of the 
control system, causing 
interruptions requiring 
rebooting the controller.  
At least the building 
housing the generator has 
been completed.
Also completed are 
the two houses for the 
doctors (Figure 1).  The 
hospital has finally gotten 
two doctors after years 
of begging.  The house 
previously used for the one 
doctor has been converted 
to a Preschool Primary 
School for mission 
professionals.
An extension has been 
added to the maternity 
ward wall to house the 
two sterilizers which 
have been relocated from 
the outside wall of the 
supply room.  The water 
system is completed and 

operational.  The big 
tanks, originally planned 
for elevated installation, 
have been relocated to 
ground level (Figure 2) 
and store raw river water.  
All water is now filtered 
and UV sterilized. The new 
mother/child center has 
reached the stage where 
the roof is next (Figure 3).  
The solar power system 
has been approximately 
doubled and because of 
the increased size, the 
batteries and inverters 
are now housed in a 
container.  This expansion 
really helps offset the 
effects of load shedding. 
Future construction 
projects include an X-ray 
department and another 
mothers’ shelter. 
The sales of concrete 
block made at the hospital 
have been primarily to 
other nonprofits and 
for consumption at the 
hospital.  These blocks 
are more expensive but 
stronger as they use 
crusher fines as aggregate.  
Most local blocks are 
inferior and use only sand 
and cement.
Keith Waddell reports 
their rainfall is 17.5 inches 
and building.  It should 
be a good year for the 
crops.  He also says the 
government, after the 
rains stop, plans to grade 
the road and fill holes with 
gravel.  This will be better 
than nothing, but not 
much better.  Outside help 
will be required to really 
fix the road as Zambia is 
broke.

Figure 1. New duplex for Doctors' housing

Figure 2. Expanded water storage system.

Figure 3. Mother/child center 
under construction.

By: Bruce Eberhard



Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Please join us for one hour on the 

third Tuesdays of each month. 
We will be meeting from 10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. in the PW Productions 
Room (#27) on March 21st, April 
18th, and May 16th. We can get 
you started on making a prayer 
shawl while we share ideas, tips, 
fellowship, and prayer! You can 
also be a part of this ministry 

through your handwork at home. 
Please call for details.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry started 
in the fall of 2007, and so far we

 have made over 889 prayer shawls, 
and over 840 have been given away. 

We continue to pray for all those 
who have received a prayer shawl. 
Prayer shawls are available to give 

to anyone -- church members 
and those who are not members 
of our church. Please let us know 

of someone who might enjoy 
receiving this special gift from our 

church.
Please contact Robbie Knox to ask 
about getting a prayer shawl or to 

see how you can help! 

WELCOME NEWBORN 
BABIES!

Please be sure to let us know if you 
are expecting a new baby, grand-baby, 

or great-grand baby in your family! 
Some of our Presbyterian Women 

have made beautiful knit baby items 
which we’d like to share with you 
for your new family member! Let 

us know before the arrival time, so 
you'll have the gift ready to deliver 
at your convenience! Please contact 
Robbie Knox to ask about getting 

baby items or with your questions and 
suggestions.

H
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EXCITING THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN HONDURAS 
UNDER OUR HONDURAS AGAPE FOUNDERATION 

 21 teenagers in Tejeras, the slum community built near 
a huge garbage dump near Quimistan, have been identified by 
Maynor Castello & Sandra (youth leader) as wanting to "make  
more out of their lives."  So, with the support of HAF, this group 
now meets monthly.  First meeting was a trip to the water park 
to build relationship & trust.  In January, at their 2nd meeting, 
Maynor invited a young man to share how he overcame his 
addiction to drugs & alcohol to now being a respected leader 
in his community, church, and best of all for HAF, the father of 
one of our Agape Promise students.   At the February meeting, 
Maynor plans to talk with these teenagers about the importance 
of education.  Many of the youth have dropped out of school, 
thinking that working at the local mud brick factory is a better 
option.  For those who want to return to school to finish their 
education, WHAT CAN HAF DO TO HELP THEM?  Please 1st 
Pres., keep this ministry in your prayers.              Photo 1: Young 
father sharing his journey out of addictions     
Photo 2: 12 youth who attended January meeting plus Maynor & 
Sandra (in green shirt)
 November 2022, 5 members from the McDonough 
Presbyterian church were part of the 1st  work team to return to 
Honduras since COVID.  Once back home, those 5 shared with 
their church their passion to provide educational help to Tejeras 
kindergarten students who wanted to continue on to elementary 
school.  Let's remember, that most Tejeras families do not have 
the financial means to provide school supplies, school uniform, 
etc. for their children.  Dilicia, the Tejeras kindergarten teacher 
identified 25 children.  Maynor talked with their parent(s), 

explained the "dream".....talked with the teachers at the 3 local 
schools these children would be attending.
 
 The McDonough church family have rallied behind 
the "dream."  To date, uniforms, shoes, shorts, pencils, paper, 
backpacks have been purchased.  The learning curve for this new 
ministry is HIGH...for instance, respecting your teacher can be a 
challenge if you are 6 years old and never learned RESPECT, but 
it's a requirement!!!   Here again, 1st Pres.....your prayers are vital 
for this new ministry!
Photo 3: Some of the "new" Tejeras Elementary Students.
  Unexpected donations can change lives in POWERFUL 
WAYS.  Just this months, HAF received two sizable donations.  
The first donation will enable HAF to build a much needed 
kindergarten building in the community of Teo.  We will keep you 
posted.  The 2nd donation will help to cover the majority of the 
expenses related Nueva Esperanz Medical Clinic.  THANK YOU 
GOD for unexpected BLESSINGS!
Photo 4: Finally, the BIENVENIDOS 2023 photo shows many 
of our (your) AP students and their leaders.  WHAT A GROUP 
THEY ARE!!   These young people are planning to begin their 
weekend brigades up to the mountain villages for hygiene clinics 
and Christian Education (Sunday School type) teachings.  As 
Maynor says, "It's important for these young people to see how 
differently the poor in the mountains live."  Best of all, these young 
people are learning to "live out the gospel of Christ" they are 
studying during AP classes.  

Mary Maddrey, 1st Pres. member is now the HAF chairperson for EDUCATION 
& CHRISTIAN YOUTH. If you would like to sponsor an AP student or even part 

of the education of an AP student, please contact 
Mary at marym@aikenpresbyterian.org.  
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Thank you for your many contributions so far this year. Here are the upcoming items. 
Please leave your contributions in the baskets in the Narthex wings.

March
Soap/ dish Bath or

Laundry

April
Peanut Butter

May
Pasta Sauce

Presbyterian Woman
 Back in early fall, the 
PW Circles began collecting 
items from a “wish list” for 
residents of the Clinton 
Presbyterian Community.  
Suggested gift donations 
included items like postage 
stamps, Post-It notes, 
calendars, pens, note cards, 
birthday cards, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, hairbrushes 
and combs, body and/or 
hand lotions, large print 
word search puzzles and 
paperback books, and socks 
and hosiery.  Our ladies set 
out to fulfill as many of the 
gift suggestions as possible 
for these residents for 
Christmas.
 At our monthly Bible 
study and cookie swap in 
December, we displayed all 
the items collected, including 
12 of the beautiful totes/bags 
for walkers from the FFL 
collection.  Anne Elkins and 

Sandy Evans delivered these 
gifts to Clinton that week.
 PW received a thank 
you letter in early January 
from Jim Caprell, the 
minister in charge of the gift 
distribution.  Here are some 
excerpts from his letter:

“in these days of cold and 
darkness, there are not 
enough words to thank 

you so very much for your 
generous contributions to 
our residents’ Christmas 

gift bags.  Your gifts are the 
light cutting through that 
darkness, and that brings 

warmth to each of our
residents.  …because of your 

outpouring of generosity, 
every resident received a very
large bag from Santa and his 
elves!  For a few, this was the 
only gift they received this

Christmas…..We are all very 
grateful for you and your 

giving spirit.”

BBook Groupook Group
March 27

Tell the Wolves 
I'm Home

 by Carol Rifka Brunt

April 24
The Personal Librarian 
by Marie Benedict and 

Victoria Christopher Murray

May 22
Oh William! 

by Elizabeth Strout

15



16

Know Your Officers
ELDERS
Class of 2024

Kim Abney
Susan Budney
Mike Loftus
Paula Luther
Bailey Shafer

Mary Helen Simons

Class of 2025
Robin Callicott
Chuck Dynarski
Jennifer Feraldi
Katie Kucharski
Chick Warner

Class of 2026
Trey Brown

Robert Girardeau Jr. 
(Youth Elder)

Suzanne McLeod
Melissa Patterson
Graham Reynolds 
Wayne Rickman

DEACONS
Class of 2024

Liz Cox
Bob Hinds

Class of 2025
David Clerc 

Mary Fran Crook
Kathy Kent

Class of 2026
Barbara Bower

Anne Elkins
Alicia Nyerges 

Nancy Thorne (One year term) 

TRUSTEES
Class of 2024

Det Haislip (One year term)

Class of 2025
Reggie Ebner

Class of 2026
David Keisler
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New Members

A New Season
 When our girls were little, we 
would read different books to them 
at night time before bed.  Ella always 
wanted to hear just one more story, 
even if we had read 5 or 6.  We had 
our favorites - Pajama Time, Barnyard 
Dance, Guess How Much I Love You, 
and others.  But there was one book 
that we read on occasion that was a bit 
different than the others.  It came from 
Brandi’s library from when she was a 
child and was passed down to her from 
her grandmother.
 This book was about the seasons 
of the year, and the characters were 
all bears.  It showed different family 
scenes at different times of the year.  
Around Christmas, they were decorating 
the house.  In September, they were 

preparing for the school year.  And in 
May, they were sprucing their house up 
after the long Winter months.
 Here at FPCA, we are entering 
a new season, as we welcome Rev. 
Dr. Chris Erde as our new Senior 
Pastor.  He and I have had several 
conversations, and I know that you will 
be in good hands with his leadership 
and care.  I also know that the Lord is 
with us through every season of our 
life.  Ecclesiastes reminds us that for 
every time, there is a season.  And the 
great hymn "Great is Thy Faithfulness" 
proclaims:

Summer and winter and springtime 
and harvest Sun, moon and stars in 

their courses above Join with all nature 
in manifold witness To Thy great 

faithfulness, mercy, and love
 Both the  writer of the hymn 
and the writer of Ecclesiastes know that 
even though each morning we see new 
mercies, we also give thanks and grow 
from previous seasons.  
 As we enter our final weeks 
together, I give thanks for each of you.  
For our staff, our Session, our Deacons, 
Stephen Ministers, and our faithful 
volunteers.  For our many partnerships 
in the community.  And for the tie that 
binds us together.  
 The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting.  I give thanks 
that God’s love endures forever.

Peace, Andy Casto-Waters

 Christa Budney 
moved to Aiken from 
Alexandria, Virgina, 
where she worked for the 
Department of Defense for 
the past 12 years. She joined 
the staff of Savannah River 
National Laboratory this 
January. Christa and her 
Shetland Sheepdog, Finley, 
love being near their family 
-- Susan and Mike Budney 
(parents), Kaitlyn Budney 
(sister), and Norma Bauer 
(grandmother). 

Christa M. Budney
231 Birch Tree Circle

Aiken, SC 29803
(571) 205-2578

cmbudney@gmail.com

 Steve and Stacy Roderick 
came to Aiken in June of 2022. 
Originally the plan was to make 
their home a vacation destination, 
but they fell in love with Aiken 
and decided in January 2023 to 
relocate permanently. In Dec 2019, 
Steve retired from the software 
company he founded with Stacy 
and went into full-time real estate 
and land development. Stacy 
took the position of CEO and 
successfully piloted the company 
through acquisition in September 
2021. Stacy continues to work as an 
executive of the acquiring company.

 Steve and Stacy have six 
children: five sons, one daughter, 
and three grandchildren. Four 
of their sons serve in various 
branches of the US Military. One 

son owns a restaurant in Tampa, 
and their daughter is newly married 
and working while her husband 
completes his college degree. 
Steve and Stacy stay busy with 
their careers, children’s projects, 
and traveling worldwide. They are 
actively involved in a charitable 
project they founded helping 
indigenous tribes in rural Ecuador. 
They look forward to being 
members of the Aiken Presbyterian 
family, making new friends, and 
worshiping together.
Steve Roderick  and
Stacy Roderick
335 Chesterfield St
Aiken, SC 29801
(813) 520-9418
(813) 523-3433
Steve@steveroderick.com
Stacy@stacyroderick.com 
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Dear First Presbyterian Church 
Family,
 Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for the cards, food, 
flowers, texts, emails, calls…
and the multitude of continuing 
prayers that have been supporting 
myself and my wife, Chris, during 
my Chemo radiation treatments 
and recovery.  Please know that 
nothing you have done has gone 
unnoticed.
 It has been, and continues to be, 
a long road to recovery, but your 
acts of kindness continue to be a 
source of strength for both myself 
and Chris.
 May the Lord’s blessings be with 
you to surround and support you 
each and every day,
  Joe and Christine Kupcha

Dear Church Family,
 We were blessed and thankful 
for the care and concern of our 
church family following the 
death of my mom, Jane Arey, in 
November.  She was a lifelong 
Presbyterian and enjoyed 
many active years here at First 
Presbyterian after
retiring to Aiken in 1989.  
   Jay and Margie Chapin

Dear Church Family,
 Thank you so much for the 
beautiful blue baby blanket. It 
was so thoughtful and much 
appreciated!
   Love, The Muhlbaiers

Dear First Presbyterian Church 
Family, 
 Thank you for the beautiful 
plant in remembrance of my 
dad.  He called himself a master 
gardener, with hope I can do the 
same.  Appreciate all the love and 
support through this time!  
    Mary Fran Crook

Dear Church Family,
 Thank you all for the beautiful 
flowers.  Thoughts, prayers, and 
cards you sent upon the recent 
passing of my mother.  We are 
grateful to have each of you in our 
lives.
   Sincerely, Lisa Scott 

Prayer Shawl Ministry,
 Thanks so much for sending the 
shawl.  I really appreciate your 
help. 
  Blessings, Dick Keeler
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Dear First Presbyterian Church 
Family,
 Thank you so much for all of the 
cards, visits, calls, and prayers 
during our recent hospitalizations 
and recoveries. Also thank you for 
the “mission day” soup and the 
beautiful flowers. We appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. 
    Sincerely, Anne and Bruce   
  Cousins and Kim Abney

Dear First Presbyterian Family,
 Thank you so much for the 
beautiful prayer shawl and the 
thoughts and prayers you sent and 
continue to send. The warmth and 
concern means so much during 
these difficult times.
  Sincerely, Mary Lou Knox

Dear Staff,
 Without you all our Christmas 
store would not have happened.  
Thanks  to you and others, 
we helped 154 children have 
a better Christmas.  Thanks 
for helping with scheduling, 
money, advertising and just great 
support. I appreciate you all and 
all that you do.  
   Love, Beth Beckham

Dear First Pres. family, 
 Thank you so much for the 
beautiful flowers and meals 
that were sent during my hand 
surgery. It was very thoughtful 
and greatly appreciated thank you 
again.       
 Sincerely, Christin Sosa- Gaston

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
 Your church was like a second 
home for our parents, Mel and 
Marilou Knowles. Thank you for 
all the years they had with you 
and God bless your parishioners. 
 Vickie McElroy and Sandra Nutt

Dear Ladies of 1st Pres, 
 My family and I would like 
to say thank you all for the 
lovely reception you held for 
our mother. My parents were 
members since 1962 and we 
were raised in that church. We 
so appreciate being welcomed 
back to send her off so well. 
Your kindness to us is much 
appreciated and will not be 
forgotten by our family.    
  Gratefully, Beth    
  Bodenheimer Dworjanyn
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5 2nd Sunday in Lent

12 3rd Sunday in Lent

19 4th Sunday in Lent

26 5th Sunday in Lent

March
2 Palm Sunday

6  Maundy Thursday

7 Good Friday

9 Resurrection of the Lord

16 2nd Sunday of Easter

23 3rd Sunday of Easter

30 4th Sunday of Easter

7 5th Sunday of Easter

14 6thSunday of Easter

21 7thSunday of Easter

28 Day of Pentecost
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